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TRIP Report Highlights Pennsylvania's Surface Transportation
Challenges
Pennsylvania faces some steep
difficulties when it comes to
maintaining its surface
transportation infrastructure and
improving traffic mobility and safety
throughout the state, concludes a
recently issued report from the
nonprofit transportation research
organization TRIP.
"With an unemployment rate of 9%
and with the state's population
continuing to grow, Pennsylvania
must improve its system of roads,
highways, bridges, and public
transit to foster economic growth
and ensure the safe, reliable
mobility needed to improve the
quality of life for all
Pennsylvanians," according to the
report.

of Pennsylvania's roads. In 2008,
15% of the state's major roads
were rated in poor condition and
another 28% were classified as
mediocre. Consequently, according
to the report, driving on those
roads cost the average
Pennsylvania motorist an annual
average of $341 in extra vehicle
operating costs -- a total of nearly
$3 billion statewide.
As of last year, 27% of
Pennsylvania's bridges were rated
as structurally deficient -- the
highest percentage for that
category in the nation -- and 17%
were declared functionally
obsolete.

Interstate 83 in the Harrisburg
region, designing and building a
transit center in Allegheny County,
and updating a fleet of 55 buses in
and around Pittsburgh.
While the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 provided
a helpful downpayment for
improvements to Pennsylvania's
transportation network, a
substantial long-term boost in
funding remains needed to address
the many existing and emerging
needs throughout the state, TRIP
asserts.
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according to TRIP. That rate in
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Pennsylvania State Transportation 2008 was 1.36 fatalities per 100
needed to improve the quality of
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