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Bad roads increase vehicle-operating costs, group says

By Amy Hamilton

Driving on roads in poor condition can increase costs to
Driving on Grand Junction area mads costs the average driver $1,264 per year in the maintain vehicles, according to a study released last week

form of extra Vehicle Opesaling Costs (VOC), costs related o safety and congestion : ;

TRIF. a Washington, [LC, baSECEF!aL[I-’N transportation arganizat :rr.-::ah:«.la%:d and by the Was_hlngton, D.C-based group TRIP, a national
compared matorists’ costs in five Colorada urban areas. A braakdown of the costs per transportation research group.

motamst in each area is below, .- . .
Bad road conditions, combined with roads’ safety

Vehicle Safety cost: Cast due to . . ..
Operating Cost (VOL); Traffic crashes in congestion; Drivers hazards and Congestlon, cost motorists an additional
A result of driving on which madway waste significant $1,264 a year in overall vehicle costs in Grand Junction,
roads in need of repair, features likely were a amiaunts of time and fuel,
contributing factor, the group reported.
o105 52,162 TRIP also analyzed the data in the areas around Colorado
s%frz gt Springs, Denver, Northern Colorado and Pueblo. In a
statewide comparison, Grand Junction motorists pay the
$1,553 P pay
$1,396 555“ lowest amount of additional costs, while Denver drivers
51,264 —
$381 213 %71 pay the most — $2,162 a year, the report stated.
i $308 $575 5423 The survey reports 76 percent of local and state-
s176 6753 maintained roads in the urban Grand Junction area are in
$629 132 | noor or fair condition. In Grand Junction, congestion is
$440 worsening, the report stated, locking drivers in traffic for
an average of 10 hours a year. That lost time and wasted
Colorado Demver Northem Grand Pueblo fuel costs drivers $212, an amount that is factored into
Springs Corado  lunction the overall amount. Poor road conditions that lead to
Snone: (7P ROBERT GARCIA The Dally Sentinel | safety hazards cost Grand Junction drivers $423 annually,

an amount which also is included in the total.

The figures are derived from standard vehicle operating costs from AAA, figures from the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration and an urban mobility study.

TRIP calculates the data by using a formula for the three factors.

Depressions in roadways or motorists needing to accelerate while driving can increase repair costs, and fuel costs
increase because vehicles don’t run efficiently, TRIP spokeswoman Carolyn Bonifas Kelly said.

In Colorado, poor roads cost drivers an additional $6.8 billion, the report stated.

Kristi Pollard, executive director of Grand Junction Economic Partnership, said in a release that good
transportation networks boost economic development.

“With its central location, and access to 1-70 and U.S. 50, Colorado’s Grand Valley is a natural epicenter of
connectivity, poised for faster and less expensive transportation and distribution throughout the U.S. and Canada,”
she said. “Our ability to remain competitive economically depends in large part on the preservation of that system.
The TRIP report calls attention to the need to make transportation funding a policy priority so that communities
like ours can continue to thrive.”
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