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Report: OKC leads U.S. in cost of driving on rough roads

BY DAN SNYDER

S00E+ URBAN AREA POOR|S00K+ URBAN AREA VOO |200-500K UREBAN AREA POOE
1 |5an Frandsco—Oakland 1% |OKlahoma Cioy 51025 |Concord 73%
2 |LA-LongBeach-Santa Ana | 60% |Tulsa 5 22§ [Madison 66%
3 |San Jose 0% |San Frandsco--Calkland 5 878 [Victoralle-Hesperia—-Apple Valley | 61%
4 |Detroit 6% |LA-LongBeach-5anim Ana| 5 822 | Antioch 50%
3 |Milwaukee 36% |Detroit 5 863 |Flimt 6%
§ |Bridzepon—Stamford 33% |San Jose 5 863 |Peora 31%
7 |0Omaha 5494 |IMilwaukee 5 861 [Colorado Springs 51%
3 |OKahoma City 33% |Omaha 5 832 |Canton 0%
9 1G1and Rapids 32% |Bridzepori—Stamiord 5 797 |Stockion 46%
10] Tulsa 499 |San Antonio 5 791 |Jackson 44%
11| Honclulu 49% |Denver— Anrora 5 733 |Scrarton 42%
12| Cleveland 18% |Cleveland 5 745 [Davenport 40%
13] Searfle 47% |Honolulu 5 743 |Savannah 39%
14| M ew Haven 47% J(rrand Fapids 5 742 |Baton Rouge 38%
13]|%5an Diego 46% |New Haven 5 728 |Des Moines 38%
16D enver—Anrora 43% |Chicago 5 727 |Readinz 38%
17| Chicago 44% |San Diego 5 722 |Fort Wavne 38%
18| B alnmore 43% |Balnmore 5 708 |Spokane 37%
19| New YVork--Newatk 42% | Aluguergue 5 703 |Shreveport 36%
20) Akron 42% |SaltL ake City S 608 |[Samta Rosa 36%
21 San Antonio 41% JSeatide 5 625 [Thousand Oaks 35%

A study shows Oklahoma City leads the nation in cost to drivers for driving on rough roads. (TRIP)

WASHINGTON, DC — The Oklahoma City metro is one of the worst in the nation when it comes to
roadways, according to a new report.

National transportation research group TRIP says 53% of major roads in OKC are in poor condition,
ranking seventh worst in the nation among urban areas with 500,000 or more residents.

The report also estimates those rough roads cost metro drivers $1,025 annually in additional vehicle
operating costs. That number is highest in the U.S.

Poor road conditions seem to be a statewide problem, however.

The same report shows 49% of Tulsa's roads are in poor condition (10th worst in U.S.), costing
drivers an extra $998 each year (2nd).

“Oklahoma is really behind the eight ball when it comes to road maintenance,” said Chuck Mai, vice
president of public affairs for AAA Oklahoma. “More big rigs than ever pound our roadways every day
thanks to Oklahoma’s geographic position as a crossroads of America. Plus, car travel has been
increasing as gasoline prices have been falling. And all this as the state faces a budget shortfall in the
hundreds of millions of dollars. ODOT does a very good job with the dollars they have to work with —
the problem is they just don’t have enough dollars. Oklahoma City and Tulsa are in the same boat.”

Nationwide, travel by large commercial trucks increased by 26% from 2000 to 2014. That number is
anticipated to jump another 72% between 2015 and 2030, according to the report.


http://www.tripnet.org/docs/Urban_Roads_TRIP_Report_November_2016.pdf
http://okcfox.com/news/local/report-okc-leads-us-in-cost-of-driving-on-rough-roads
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