
 

Easier travel equals economic boost 
Research touts benefits of Mon-Fayette Expressway extension 
By Gideon Bradshaw, staff writer 

 
A transportation research group projected 
in a report it issued Tuesday that a 
proposed 13-mile extension of the Mon-
Fayette Expressway will cut down on 
travel times in the Mon Valley corridor 
while boosting economic development.  

Washington, D.C.-based TRIP, a national 
transportation nonprofit, said in the report 
the additional toll road through part of 
Allegheny County – which would cost an 
estimated $1.7 billion – would add 
thousands of new jobs in a corridor still 
reeling from the collapse of the steel 
industry.  

Under the latest version of plans, the 
expressway would join Route 51 in 
Jefferson Hills with the Parkway East in 
Monroeville. This proposal replaces a 
previous, more ambitious plan that 
included a west leg running from 
Duquesne to the Parkway East in the 
Oakland neighborhood of Pittsburgh.  

The project would form the last leg of the 
Mon-Fayette Expressway, which starts at 
Interstate 68 in West Virginia. A portion of 
the existing expressway, administered by 
the state Turnpike Commission, is in 
eastern Washington County. It ends to the 
north in Jefferson Hills, Allegheny County.  

TRIP also examined a separate, $100 
million proposal to extend the East 
Busway in Allegheny County by an 
additional 2.8 miles so it would end in 
East Pittsburgh. Together, the group 
projected the busway and completed 

expressway would result in 20,880 
new long-term jobs, with 19,720 of 
those coming from the expressway 
extension.  

“The expressway extension would 
increase access and mobility in the 
economically distressed Mon 
Valley, including industrial 
brownfield sites in Duquesne, 
McKeesport and Keystone 
Commons in East Pittsburgh, 
resulting in increased economic 
development opportunities in the 
corridor,” the report stated.  

The proposal isn’t without its 
skeptics.  

“There are significant long-term 
risks and disruptions to homes and 
businesses to weigh when 
considering this massive 
infrastructure project. The public 
has yet to be convinced that the 
Mon-Fayette Expressway is a 
sound investment and not, as many 
say, ‘a road to nowhere,’” said Larry 
Schweiger, president and chief 
executive officer of Citizens for 
Pennsylvania’s Future, or 
PennFuture, in an emailed 
statement. “We’re waiting on the 
final environmental assessment – 
this latest report isn’t enough to 
address existing concerns.”  

The plans for the toll road include 
interchanges in Dravosburg, 
Duquesne and Turtle Creek.  

According to a table in the report, the 
project would shave the 30-minute travel 
time for drivers going from Duquesne to 
the Monroeville Convention Center, in the 
suburb’s main business district, from 30 
minutes to 10.  

“It essentially reduces the travel time 
between Duquesne and Monroeville by 
half,” said Joe Kirk, an advocate for the 
project. “More than that.”  

The former executive director of the Mon 
Valley Progress Council – which 
consolidated with another nonprofit this 
year to form the Mon Valley Alliance – 
has touted the completion of the Mon-
Fayette Extension as a way to bring jobs 
to the region.  

He said the project will “address a long-
term deficiency in highway access in the 
Mon Valley that has severely limited its 
economic recovery.”  
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