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A new report puts Kentucky, Tennessee, Illinois and Missouri among the 20 states with the highest number of 
deadly wrecks involving drivers age 65 and older. 

The list of states with the highest numbers of older driver deaths was compiled by T.R.I.P., a Washington, DC, 
based, nonprofit transportation research group. 

In addition to listing that ranking, the report details the increase in deaths involving drivers 65 or older from 
2012 to 2016, the number and proportion of licensed drivers in that age group, increases in licensed drivers in 
that age group from 2012 to 2016, the increase in deaths involving at least one older driver from 2012 to 2016, 
and the number of drivers 65 and older killed in crashes. 

Tennessee was ranked eighth on the list, with 233 fatal wrecks involving at least one driver 65 or older. Illinois 
was ranked ninth with 232. Missouri was ranked 12th with 206 and Kentucky was ranked 14th with 178. 

 

T.R.I.P. says the number of older drivers involved in fatal wrecks or or killed in them is growing even faster 
than the significant increase in the number of older Americans as a demographic. 

In a news release about the report sent Tuesday, the research group says the solution to the growing problem is 
for states to adopt traffic safety improvements to protect drivers of all ages. 

We have included the full report in the document below this story. 
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