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Oregon's Transportation Chokepoints - May 13, 2010 
 
1. KATU News At 6 
KATU-TV (ABC) CH 2, Portland, OR | DMA: 22 
05/13/2010, 06:00 PM - 07:00 PM 

[CC] 00:14:34 Really nobody likes them, but most of us run into traffic jams at one point or another. Now there's a list of the worst bottlenecks 
around our area. That looks like my Uncle Frank in that blue car. Probably. If you drive through this day-to-day, you're not surprised that the 
route most people take to get over the river, the Columbia River Crossing, tops a list of the top 50chokepoints in the state, according to TRIP, a 
national transportation research company out of Washington, DC. The biggest reason? Clearly the report that TRIP has prepared indicates 
that you need more capacity. We've talked to the staff and elected officials about how you provide that capacity, but ultimately it's a decision the 
local officials have to make. Needing more room might be an understatement. Traffic is at 130,000 cars a day in this area. Other bottleneck 
areas that made the list, the Interstate 5, Interstate I-84, and Interstate I-405 interchange near downtown Portland, the Highway 212 and 
Highway 224 Corridor, I- 205, I-5 Interchange near Wilsonville, and where Highway 217 and Interstate 5 connect. All of these areas battle a 
high amount of traffic, but the reason the Columbia River Crossing tops the list, it's one of the country's largest freight routes and businesses 
depend on things to move slowly. Congestion is bad for everybody, whether you drive or not. It increases the cost of consumer goods, and 
increases greenhouse gases. Without working on infrastructure now, the cost of this traffic will be closing in on $2 billion every year. And could 
well affect 16,000 jobs by the year 2025 without additional investment in our infrastructure. The report said the price tag to fix the problems 
would be between $2.6 and $3.6 billion. To view the entire list of the 50 worst traffic spots, go to katu.com.00:16:45  
 
2. KATU News At 5 
KATU-TV (ABC) CH 2, Portland, OR | DMA: 22 
05/13/2010, 05:00 PM - 05:30 PM 

[CC] 00:24:24 We all hate getting stuck in traffic. Now there's a list out detailing some of the worst bottlenecks in the area. What do you have? 
Number one on the list, which might not be too surprising, is the Columbia River Crossing. This is according to a new report that was just 
released today by TRIP, which is a national transportation research company. Now, the Columbia River Crossing is one of the country's 
biggest freight routes and is congested four to six hours a day. Over the next 20 years, that number is expected to climb to about 15 hours. Big 
reason, nearly 130,000 vehicles take the route every day. The trip has all the challenges that you face, a large volume of traffic, critical in terms 
of freight movement and commerce, critical in terms of commuting. Moretti says the cost of the congestion runs upwards of $1.7 billion a year. 
He adds the challenge is trying to find ways to fund those improvements. Other bad trafic spots include 217 and Interstate 5 Interchange and I-84 
Interchange. For a list of the top 50chokepoints across the state, head to our website at KATU. com and click on the "hotlinks" section.00:25:26  
 
3. Mark & Dave 
KEX-AM Freq. 1190, Portland, OR | DMA: 22 
05/13/2010, 06:00 PM - 07:00 PM 

00:02:00 The congestion is getting worse in Portland, according to a study by Washington, DC-based TRIP. David Knowles of the Portland 
Business Alliance says traffic jams are a huge burden on business. "Costs of congestion will run upwards of $1.7-billion annually, and could 
well affect 16,000 jobs by the year 2025." ... 00:03:59  
 
4. Mark & Dave 
KEX-AM Freq. 1190, Portland, OR | DMA: 22 
05/13/2010, 04:00 PM - 05:00 PM 

00:28:00 A third party study is confirming what most of us suspected, the interstate bridge is the worst traffic chokedpoint in Oregon. Funding 
transportation projects has fallen behind in Oregon. It's also a national problem, according to TRIP's Frank Moretti. "At the federal level, 
which is an important source of funding that they needed to essentially double their current level of funding." ... 00:29:59  
 
5. Live At 7 
KGW-TV (NBC) CH 8, Portland, OR | DMA: 22 
05/13/2010, 07:00 PM - 07:30 PM 

[CC] 00:04:44 And a new study identifies the worst traffic chokepoints in Oregon. The first is no surprise, the Interstate Bridge. The others 
include the I-5 I-84 I-405 Interchange downtown and the Highway 212 224 Corridor in Oregon City. The study says trafficcongestion cost us 
$1. 7 billion a year and a lot of frustration.00:05:11  
6. Newschannel 8 At 6:30 PM 
KGW-TV (NBC) CH 8, Portland, OR | DMA: 22 
05/13/2010, 06:30 PM - 07:00 PM 

[CC] 00:10:08 A traffic study by the Portland Business Alliance finds that congestion is costing Oregon jobs. The top 5 traffic chokepoints all 
at major interchanges along I-5 and I-205. Oregon is failing to attract new jobs and losing more than $1. 5 billion a year, all because of the 
challenges related to moving goods and services.00:10:18  
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7. Newschannel 8 At 6 PM 
KGW-TV (NBC) CH 8, Portland, OR | DMA: 22 
05/13/2010, 06:00 PM - 06:30 PM 

[CC] 00:10:05 A new study addresses the top 50transportation chokepoints in Oregon. News Channel 8's Wayne Havrelly joins us live from 
the site. Hey, what do you know, the Columbia River Crossing is number one. This new study says it's time to stop talking and start deciding. 
You might consider the Interstate Bridge the gateway to Oregon's traffic troubles. A new study by TRIP, a national group that studies 
transportation issues, says Oregon is losing jobs and money to slow moving traffic. The cost of congestion will run upwards of $1. 7 billion 
annually. As businesses look at where they want to locate and where they want to expand, they are very conscious of the quality of a region's 
transportation system. Regional businesses rely on long haul truckers to move their goods. Tammy Cole says Portland has a bad traffic 
reputation. That's about the same as LA. It's congested. Reporter: You are saying Portland, Oregon, feels like LA? Yes, its very congested. 
There are a lot of people. Reporter: The top five traffic stops in Oregon are all in the Portland area, starting with the Columbia River Crossing, 
followed by the busy I-5 I-84 I-405 Interchange in Downtown Portland, the 212 and 224 Corridor in Oregon City, I-5 and I-205, and finally, I-5 
and 217. Business leaders point out that commuters do have options to get around gridlock, but truckers don't. You're going to have congestion 
whether it's seven in the morning or 10 at night. Reporter: Business owners hope that the study will push political leaders to stop talking and 
start building. For more, go to kgw. com and we have a link there that goes right to this study. Thanks, Wayne.00:12:13  
 
8. Newschannel 8 At 5 PM 
KGW-TV (NBC) CH 8, Portland, OR | DMA: 22 
05/13/2010, 05:00 PM - 05:30 PM 

[CC] 00:07:35 Trafficcongestion is more than a nuisance for commuters, a new study says it is costing Oregon jobs. Wayne joins us live from 
the number one ranked traffic trouble spot in Oregon. No real surprise here. Out of those 50 chokepoints, number one is the Columbia River 
Crossing. A big problem spot, we all know about it. Portland Business Alliance funded this new study put together by TRIP, a nonprofit group 
that studies transportation issues. Business leaders hope it will prompt lawmakers to speed up their response. The top five trouble spots in 
Oregon are all at major interchanges along Interstate 5 and I-205 in Portland. According to the study, Oregon is failing to attract new jobs 
cause of challenges related to moving goods and services. Long haul truckers agree. About the same as LA. Reporter: You are saying Portland, 
Oregon feels like LA? Yes, very congested. Reporter: Adding lanes and improving interchanges would add thousands of jobs to the area each 
year. It also says improving our transportation system could save up to $1. 7 billion every year. Now business leaders say they are not 
recommending solutions here, any specific solutions. What they are recommending is that lawmakers do something about these traffic troubles, 
especially the Columbia River Crossing. They say it's time to make a decision. Joe and Tracy? Thank you, Wayne.00:09:02  
 
9. Newschannel 8 At Noon 
KGW-TV (NBC) CH 8, Portland, OR | DMA: 22 
05/13/2010, 12:00 PM - 01:00 PM 

[CC] 00:04:11 There is a new study out that's highlighting the worst trafficchokepoints in Oregon. Some say that the study is a wakeup call to 
green light the new I-5 bridge right away. Wayne, you are live. They say that's the worst of the worst? Reporter: I think I'm on the air here. We 
have a couple of fighter jets flying over. This has been a chokepoint for the past 30 years. Portland Business Alliance funded this study. The 
study ranked the top 50trafficchokepoints in Oregon and the top 10 are all in the Portland area, most relating to Interchange I-52, I-205 or 
Highway 26. Portland business leaders say that the chokepoints are hurting everyone's quality of life because of what they do to business. They 
urge lawmakers to do something immediately with regard to the Columbia River Crossing. That's the thing that we have been urging our 
regional elected officials to do because we think that all the information that needs to be made available has been made available. An d it's time 
to move forward with it. Reporter: The study says that these trafficchokepoints not only hurt businesses, they reduce access to affordable 
housing, employment and recreation. But there is some hope. Last year, Oregon lawmakers passed the TransportationFunding Program which 
will address some of these chokepoints. However, because of the Columbia River Crossing here, it is still in the discussion stage and business 
leaders hope that this new study will prompt that discussion to really ramp up at this point. Back to you, guys. I think it's finally quiet here. Just 
for the record, you were on the air. Nice job with all the noise. Reporter: Just a guess.00:05:57  

[CC] 00:34:39 There is a new study out that's highlighting the worst trafficchokepoints in Oregon. Some say that the study is a wakeup call to 
green light the new I-5 bridge right away. Wayne, you are live. They say that's the worst of the worst? Reporter: I think I'm on the air here. We 
have a couple of fighter jets flying over. This has been a chokepoint for the past 30 years. Portland Business Alliance funded this study. The 
study ranked the top 50trafficchokepoints in Oregon and the top 10 are all in the Portland area, most relating to Interchange I-52, I-205 or 
Highway 26. Portland business leaders say that the chokepoints are hurting everyone's quality of life because of what they do to business. They 
urge lawmakers to do something immediately with regard to the Columbia River Crossing. That's the thing that we have been urging our 
regional elected officials to do because we think that all the information that needs to be made available has been made available. An d it's time 
to move forward with it. Reporter: The study says that these trafficchokepoints not only hurt businesses, they reduce access to affordable 
housing, employment and recreation. But there is some hope. Last year, Oregon lawmakers passed the TransportationFunding Program which 
will address some of these chokepoints. However, because of the Columbia River Crossing here, it is still in the discussion stage and business 
leaders hope that this new study will prompt that discussion to really ramp up at this point. Back to you, guys. I think it's finally quiet here. Just 
for the record, you were on the air. Nice job with all the noise. Reporter: Just a guess.00:36:25  
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10. KOIN Local 6 At 5:30 
KOIN-TV (CBS) CH 6, Portland, OR | DMA: 22 
05/13/2010, 05:30 PM - 06:00 PM 

[CC] 00:08:00 A new report identifies Oregon's worst transportation chokepoints. Topping the list, the I-5 Columbia River Crossing. The 
bridge is congested for up to six hours a day. That number is projected to increase to 15 hours a day if nothing is done. Regions that have a 
good transportation system are more productive in terms of business productivity. So it's critical for the state to maintain a high quality of life. 
A national transportation research organization called TRIP released those findings today, outlining Oregon's 50 worst bottlenecks. Included 
in that top five are the I-5 I-84 Interchange, the Highway 212 224 Corridor out East, and the I-205 I-5 interchange and Highway 217 at I-
5.00:08:40  
 
11. KOIN Local 6 At Noon 
KOIN-TV (CBS) CH 6, Portland, OR | DMA: 22 
05/13/2010, 12:00 PM - 12:30 PM 

[CC] 00:13:56 A new report identifies Oregon's worst transportation chokepoints and topping the list, well you probably guessed it, the I-5 
Columbia River Crossing. The river is congested up to six hours a day, and that number is projected to increase in the next 20 years to 15 hours 
a day if nothing is done. A national transportation research organization called TRIP released the findings today, outlining the bottlenecks. 
Included are the I-5 and I-84 Interchange, Highway 212 and 224 Corridor, the I-205 I-5 Interchange, and Highway 217 at I-5. Regions that have 
a good transportation system are more productive in terms of business productivity. It's very critical for the state to continue to maintain a high 
quality of life. So the US Congress is looking at a long-term federal transportation bill which, if passed, would help fund some of the needed 
highway improvements here locally.00:15:52  
 
12. Randi Rhodes 
KPOJ-AM (IND) Freq. 620, Portland, OR | DMA: 22 
05/13/2010, 05:00 PM - 06:00 PM 

00:30:00 The Columbia River Crossing is the most congested area in Oregon, according to a study by TRIP, a non-profit in Washington, DC. 
David Knowles with the Portland Business Alliance says the study shows we do need a new bridge. "There's been a lot of time and a lot of 
money spent on studying the right solution. We think there's been enough time and enough money spent that it's time to move onto a decision." 
He says if nothing's done, congestion could cost $1.7-billion and 16,000 jobs a year by 2025. 00:31:59  
 
13. Randi Rhodes 
KPOJ-AM (IND) Freq. 620, Portland, OR | DMA: 22 
05/13/2010, 04:00 PM - 05:00 PM 

00:30:00 The Columbia River Crossing is the most congested area in Oregon, according to a study by TRIP, a non-profit in Washington, DC. 
David Knowles with the Portland Business Alliance says the study shows we do need a new bridge. "There's been a lot of time and a lot of 
money spent on studying the right solution. We think there's been enough time and enough money spent that it's time to move on to a decision." 
He says if nothing's done, congestion could cost $1.7-billion and 16,000 jobs a year by 2025. 00:31:59  
 
14. Randi Rhodes 
KPOJ-AM (IND) Freq. 620, Portland, OR | DMA: 22 
05/13/2010, 03:00 PM - 04:00 PM 

00:30:00 The Columbia River Crossing is the most congested area in Oregon, according to a study by TRIP, a non-profit in Washington, DC. 
David Knowles with the Portland Business Alliance says the study shows we do need a new bridge. "There's been a lot of time and a lot of 
money spent on studying the right solution. We think there's been enough time and enough money spent that it's time to move onto a decision." 
He says if nothing's done, congestion could cost $1.7-billion and 16,000 jobs a year by 2025. 00:31:59  
 
15. NewsChannel 8 On NW32TV 
KRCW-TV (CW) CH 32, Portland, OR | DMA: 22 
05/13/2010, 10:00 PM - 10:30 PM 

[CC] 00:10:52 Traffic congestion is more than a nuisance for commuters, a new study says it's costing Oregon jobs. The study was put together 
by TRIP. The top five trouble spots are all at major interchanges along I-5 and I-205. According to the study, Oregon is failing to attract new 
jobs because of problems with moving goods and services. Long haul truckers seem to agree with those finding. It's about the same as LA. It's 
congested. Is that right? You're saying Portland, Oregon, feels like LA? Yes. It's very congested. The study says adding lanes and improving 
interchanges would add thousands of jobs to the area each year.00:11:26  
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16. Newssource Today 
KMTR-TV (NBC) CH 16, Eugene | DMA: 119 
05/14/2010, 06:00 AM - 07:00 AM 

[CC] 00:03:02 New this morning, Oregon is in desperate need of jobs, and the state's trafficcongestion could be making things worse. A new 
study out this morning addresses the top 50transportationchokepoints in Oregon. Commuters have options to get around gridlock, but 
truckers don't. And regional businesses rely on long-haul truckers to move their goods. The top five trouble spots in the state are all in the 
Portland area, but there are several in the Mid and Southern Willamette Valley, too. Making the list of the 50 biggest bottlenecks is the I-5 
Corridor from Eugene to Portland, Beltline at the Delta Highway Interchange, West 11th and Highway 126, including the stretch from Eugene 
to Veneta. Also, Highway 136 East in Roseburg. A new study by TRIP , a group that studies transportation issues, says Oregon is losing jobs 
and money to slow moving traffic. David Knowles, Portland Business Alliance: "The cost of congestion will run upwards of $1. 7 billion 
dollars annually." Frank Moretti, TRIP researcher: "As businesses look at where they want to locate and where they want to expand, they're 
very conscious of the quality of a region's transportation system." You can view the entire list of the top 50chokepoints in the state by logging 
onto KMTR.com. Just click on news links.00:04:18  

[CC] 00:47:22 Then, we'll show you how jammed-up traffic in various chokepoints around the state are stifling business, and may be hurting 
the outlook for jobs. And some the worst offenders are right here in the local area.00:48:37  

[CC] 00:54:33 Oregon is in desperate need of jobs, and the state's trafficcongestion could be making things worse. A new study out this 
morning addresses the top 50transportationchokepoints in Oregon. Commuters have options to get around gridlock, but truckers don't. And 
regional businesses rely on long-haul truckers to move their goods. The top five trouble spots in the state are all in the Portland area, but there 
are several in the Mid and Southern Willamette Valley, too. Making the list of the 50 biggest bottlenecks is the I-5 Corridor from Eugene to 
Portland, Beltline at the Delta Highway Interchange, West 11th and Highway 126, including the stretch from Eugene to Veneta, also, Highway 
136 East in Roseburg. A new study by TRIP, a group that studies transportation issues, says Oregon is losing jobs and money to slow moving 
traffic. David Knowles, Portland Business Alliance: "The cost of congestion will run upwards of $1. 7 billion dollars annually." Frank 
Moretti, TRIP researcher: "As businesses look at where they want to locate and where they want to expand, they're very conscious of the 
quality of a region's transportation system." You can view the entire list of the top 50chokepoints in the state by logging onto KMTR.com. 
Just click on news links.00:55:52  
 
 
 


