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Lack of funding gives majority of vital transportation projects the red light
Article by: TIM HARLOW, Star Tribune

Among the metro projects that lack full
funding or have none dedicated at all
include:

• Re-decking the I-35W bridge over the
Minnesota River in Bloomington

• The Metro Green line from Minneapolis
to the southwest suburbs

• Extending the Metro Blue Line through
the northwest suburbs
Only one of 20 transportation
improvements needed to relieve
congestion, improve safety and support
future growth in the metro area has
adequate funding and more than half don't
have funding allocated at all, according to a
new report out Wednesday from TRIP, a
national transportation research and
advocacy group in Washington D.C.

• Pavement repairs and adding a
MnPASS lane on I-94 between
Minneapolis and St. Paul

• Adding a MnPASS lane on I-35W from

Minnesota’s system of 138,832 miles of
roads and 13,121 bridges, carry 57 billion
vehicle miles of travel annually. More than
one-third of Minnesota’s major roads are
deficient, with 10 percent rated in poor
condition and an additional 27 percent
rated mediocre in 2011. An additional 19
percent of the state’s major roads were
rated in fair condition and 44 percent were
rated in good condition.
In the Twin Cities metro area, half of major
roads are deteriorated. Eighteen percent of
Minneapolis-St. Paul roads are in poor
condition, while 32 percent are in mediocre
condition. Twenty percent are in fair
condition and the remaining 31 percent are
in good condition, the report said.
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anticipated to be within the next five years. maintain all of the system or address
needed improvements and expansion, the
in terms of congestion, driving on rough
A $33 million project to re-deck and repair
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the Central Avenue bridge over the
MnDOT will get $18 billion over the next 20
Mississippi River in downtown Minneapolis Compounding the problem is the
uncertainty of federal funding. The Highway years for road projects, but a recent report
got the lone green light for metro area
projects while five were rated a yellow light Account of the federal Highway Trust Fund put out late last year by the Transportation
Finance Advisory Committee said that the
because either a portion of needed funding is expected to drop below $1 billion later
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is anticipated to be available by 2019 or the this year, and if it does that will trigger
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summer, making it that much more difficult
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