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TRIP Report: America's Rural Roads and Bridges 
Have Significant Deficiencies, High Fatality Rates  

America’s rural heartland is home 
to nearly 50 million people, and 
its natural resources provide the 
energy, food and fiber that 
support the nation’s economy and 
way of life. But, a new report 
finds that the nation’s rural 
transportation system, which is 
critical to the nation’s booming 
agriculture, energy and tourism 
sectors, is in need of 
modernization to address 
deficient roads and bridges, high 
crash rates and inadequate 
connectivity and capacity. 

The report, “Rural Connections: 
Challenges and Opportunities in 

America’s Heartland”, was released today by TRIP, a national non-profit transportation research group based in 
Washington, D.C. It defines "rural America" as counties that lack an urban area of at least 50,000 in population 
or lack a large commuting flow to an urban county. 

The report finds that traffic crashes and fatalities on rural roads are disproportionately high, occurring at a rate 
nearly three times higher than all other roads. In 2012, non-Interstate rural roads had a traffic fatality rate of 
2.21 deaths for every 100 million vehicle miles of travel, compared to a fatality rate on all other roads of 0.78 
deaths per 100 million vehicle miles of travel. Rural traffic fatality rates remain stubbornly high, despite a 
substantial decrease in the number of overall fatalities. 

“More than 46 million Americans live in rural and less densely populated areas of the country where their 
primary mode of transportation is a personal vehicle,” stated Kathleen Bower, AAA Vice President, Public 
Affairs. “Motorists expect and deserve safe, well-maintained roads and bridges no matter if they are traveling 
on the Interstates or rural roads. Congress must act quickly to provide a sustainable solution for the federal 
Highway Trust Fund to ensure that states can continue to make necessary infrastructure investments that will 
benefit all travelers.” 

Deteriorating Conditions 

In addition to disproportionately high traffic fatality rates, the roads and bridges in rural America have 
significant deficiencies. In 2012, 15% of the nation’s major rural roads were rated in poor condition and another 
40% were rated in mediocre or fair condition. In 2013, 12% of the nation’s rural bridges were rated as 
structurally deficient and 10% were functionally obsolete. 

http://www.tripnet.org/docs/Rural_Roads_TRIP_Report_July_2014.pdf
http://www.tripnet.org/docs/Rural_Roads_TRIP_Report_July_2014.pdf
http://www.tripnet.org/docs/Rural_Roads_TRIP_Report_July_2014.pdf
http://www.tripnet.org/

	Thursday, July 10, 2014
	TRIP Report: America's Rural Roads and Bridges Have Significant Deficiencies, High Fatality Rates
	Deteriorating Conditions


