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Poor roads costing Illinois drivers
Capital News Illinois
SPRINGFIELD — A new state report
says subpar roads in Illinois are costing
drivers $1,300 to $2,600 in repair, safety
and congestion costs annually, and that
number will increase if the state does not
take action on an infrastructure bill this
legislative session.
Unveiling the report last week,
representatives of the Illinois Chamber of
Commerce joined one Democrat and two
Republican lawmakers who said they are
ready to take the lead on an infrastructure
bill, and all sources of revenue –
including hikes to the motor fuel tax and
vehicle registration fees – are on the
table.
“You can’t build 21st century infrastructure with 1990s money. There isn’t enough efficiency, there isn’t
enough reform, you just can’t do it,” said Republican Rep. Margo McDermed, of Mokena. “We still need to
look at the fact that our buying power has plummeted because cars are much more efficient and we don’t get as
much money in, number one. And number two, inflation. We haven’t raised that (gas tax) number since 1990.”
McDermed joined the two other lawmakers, Sen. Martin Sandoval (D-Chicago) and Don DeWitte (R-St.
Charles), in saying the independent report by national transportation research group, TRIP, demonstrates the
cost of inaction on an infrastructure bill.
“The real question we have to ask is, ‘What is the cost if we do nothing?’” DeWitte said. “[The report] is more
evidence that the longer we wait, not only do things get worse, but the more expensive it becomes.”
The report estimates drivers in Illinois face $18.3 billion in annual vehicle costs as a result of rough roads,
traffic crashes, and lost time and wasted fuel caused by congestion.
In Springfield, that boils down to about $1,300 per person annually. In the Chicago area, it amounts to about
$2,600 each year.
Sandoval, who chairs the Senate committee that has been touring the state to hear from local officials about
infrastructure needs, is sponsoring legislation to raise the state’s gas tax by up to 25 cents while hiking vehicle
registration fees. He said his proposal, which would raise $2.4 billion in revenue, is a launching point for
discussions on a capital bill.

