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On the Road Again: 15 States Exceed Pre-Pandemic Traffic Levels
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The pandemic has created some changes to
the country's traffic patterns, and for some
states, it's meant even more vehicles on the
road than before Covid-19 struck.

Vehicle miles traveled in the U.S. bottomed
out in April 2020 at 40% below VMT for April
2019, according to a new report by TRIP, a
nonprofit transportation research organization
funded by equipment manufacturers and
transportation engineering and construction
firms, among others.

As of March 2021, VMT has nearly reached
pre-pandemic levels at 3% below March 2019
data. And for 15 states, VMT has grown
beyond their March 2019 levels.

States Exceeding Pre-Pandemic Vehicle Travel -

March 2019 to March 2021

1 |Montana 13.3% 9 |Utah 3.2%
2 |South Dakota 12.7% | 10 [Tennessee 2.6%
3 |ldaho 11.7% | 11 [Wyoming 1.9%
4 |Arizona 9.6% 12 [Texas 1.3%
5 [Nebraska 7.8% 13 |Alaska 0.7%
6 |Oklahoma 5.0% 14 |Kentucky 0.7%
7 |Missouri 4.9% 15 [lowa 0.2%
8 |Arkansas 4.3% U.S. Average: - 3%

These 15 states are now exceeding the
amount of vehicle miles traveled pre-
pandemic.TRIP (using FHWA data)

(For the full chart showing each state's VMT
percentage change ranking, see the bottom of
this article.)

Rush hour changes

Evening commuting has been returning to
March 2019 levels, as of early sping, but
fewer drivers are making the morning drive
to work.

Though the morning commute levels have
not fully rebounded, mid-day traffic now
exceeds pre-pandemic VMT, according to
TRIP.

An April INRIX report indicates 45 of the 100
largest metro areas' VMT for evening
commutes have returned to pre-pandemic
levels, while only five of the metros' VMT for
morning commutes have rebounded.
Work-from-home revolution

The TRIP report indicates that more people
will continue to work from home and lead to
a migration from dense, high-cost areas to
less populated areas where housing costs
are lower.

In 2018, it notes, 5% of employees worked
remotely.

As of March 2021, 62% of households
report at least one member working from
home.

Share Working From Home For Some or All Work

2018 Sep-20 Mar-21

The percentage share of households working
from home before and during the
pandemic.TRIP (using U.S. Census Bureau
data)

What's it all mean?

TRIP Executive Director Dave Kearby says
it will take years for the full extent of the
pandemic's effects on U.S. transportation to
emerge. So transportation planners will
need to be flexible.

He also says federal and state funding for
transportation must come with more leeway
in how that money is spent.

“Meeting the nation’s post-COVID-19
mobility needs," he says, "will require that
increased federal and state transportation
funding provide state and local governments
the flexibility to determine how best to
improve their transportation system.”

State VMT rankings

The chart below, using data from

TRIP's “Transportation Impact and
Implications of COVID-19,” ranks each
state's percentage change in vehicle miles
traveled when comparing March 2019 and
March 2021:

Montana
South Dakota
Idaho
Arizona
Nebraska

DC
Oklahoma
Missouri
Arkansas
Utah
Tennessee
Wyoming
Texas

Alaska
Kentucky
lowa
Louisiana
Colorado
Indiana
Minnesota
New Mexico
Nevada
Oregon
Mississippi
Florida

South Carolina
Ohio
Wisconsin
Alabama
Kansas
Washington
Michigan
Georgia
Delaware
North Carolina
Maine

West Virginia
lllinois
Pennsylvania
North Dakota
California
Rhode Island
New York
Virginia
Maryland
Connecticut
New Hampshire
New Jersey
Massachusetts
Vermont
Hawaii

U.S. Average

Change in VMT
March 2019 to
March 2021

13.3%
12.7%
11.7%
9.6%
7.8%
6.4%
5.0%
4.9%
4.3%
3.2%
2.6%
1.9%
1.3%
0.7%
0.7%
0.2%
0.0%
-0.1%
-0.5%
-1.2%
-1.3%
-1.8%
-2.4%
-2.6%
-3.0%
-3.0%
-3.1%
-3.1%
-3.4%
-3.6%
-3.7%
-4.1%
-4.2%
-4.3%
-5.7%
-5.8%
-6.4%
-6.9%
-7.0%
-7.1%
-7.4%
-7.6%
-8.2%
-8.3%
-9.2%
-9.5%
-9.5%
-10.2%
-13.4%
-13.4%
-14.4%
-3.2%

States ordered from highest percentage
increase of vehicle miles traveled to lowest.
Source: TRIP


https://www.equipmentworld.com/better-roads
https://www.equipmentworld.com/authors/contact/14940330/don-mcloud
https://www.equipmentworld.com/better-roads/article/14972362/report-commercial-traffic-bouncing-back-to-pre-pandemic-levels
https://www.equipmentworld.com/better-roads/article/14972053/dave-kearby-to-lead-trip-as-executive-director
https://inrix.com/blog/2021/04/morning-traffic-still-down-in-major-metro-areas/
https://tripnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/TRIP_COVID-19_Transportation_Impact_Report_May_2021.pdf
https://tripnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/TRIP_COVID-19_Transportation_Impact_Report_May_2021.pdf
https://www.equipmentworld.com/better-roads/article/15065746/trip-reports-15-states-exceeding-prepandemic-traffic
https://www.equipmentworld.com/authors/contact/14940330/don-mcloud

