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According to the TRIP study, the average driver in the Santa Fe metro area loses $2,020  
annually as a result of driving on poor roads.  
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A new report by a national traffic study organization says New Mexico motorists lose $3-billion dollars a year on roads 
due to traffic congestion and deteriorating roads. 

The report by TRIP, a Washington, DC based national transportation research nonprofit says that over half of the locally 
and state maintained roads in New Mexico are in poor or mediocre condition. 

Five-percent of the bridges are poor or structurally deficient and New Mexico has the third highest  traffic fatality rate in 
the country. 

TRIP Director of Policy and Research Rocky Moretti with vehicular traffic coming back to pre-pandemic levels, now is the 
time to focus on improving infrastructure. 

“It’s really an opportunity and a challenge to make sure we have the transportation system that’s reliable, safe and well 
maintained," He said. "We’re going to need to really move forward in the direction we’d all like to move in.” 

Albuquerque State Senator Michael Padilla says he wants to look at the safety factors of the study. He says in and 
around his district is seeing some of the greatest growth in New Mexico and the infrastructure needs to keep up to meet 
its growing needs. 

https://tripnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/TRIP_New_Mexico_Transportation_by_the_Numbers_Report_January_2022.pdf
https://www.ksfr.org/post/nm-motorist-pay-dearly-poorly-maintained-roads#stream/0
https://tripnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/NM_Santa_Fe_KSFR_101_1_FM_01-25-2022.mp3

