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TRIP Releases New Report Evaluating the Safety of Rural Roads and Bridges
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The status of our rural roads is not looking great

The National Transportation Research Nonprofit (TRIP)
released a new report on America's rural transportation system.
The report, Rural Connections: Examining the Safety,
Connectivity, Condition and Funding Needs of America’s Rural
Roads & Bridges evaluates the safety and condition of the
nation’s rural roads and bridges.

TRIP presents in the report that the nation’s rural transportation
system is in need of immediate improvements to address
deficient roads and bridges, high crash rates, and inadequate
connectivity and capacity.

According to TRIP, rural roads and bridges have significant
deficiencies and deterioration, they lack many desirable safety
features, and they experience fatal traffic crashes at a rate far
higher than all other roads and highways. The report looks at the
condition, use and safety of the nation’s rural transportation
system, particularly its roads, highways and bridges, and
identifies needed improvements.

Arkansas ranks the worst state in terms of poor rural pavement
conditions, with 33% of their total pavements in poor condition,
followed by Rhode Island and New Mexico at 32%.

When looking at rural bridges that are structurally deficient and in poor condition, lowa ranked first at 21%, followed by west Virginia at
20% and South Dakota at 18%.

Lastly, when looking at the fatality rate per 100 million vehicle miles traveled (VMT) on rural roads, South Carolina takes the lead with
4.13 fatalities per 100M VMT, followed by Oregon at 3.12 fatalities, and Arizona at 2.78 fatalities.
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to the nation’s rural roads, highways and bridges. This includes a $109 billion backlog for rural road and highway rehabilitation, a $35
billion backlog for needed rural bridge rehabilitation, and a $36 billion backlog for needed rural roadway enhancements.

“The health of the nation’s economy and the safety and quality of life in America’s small communities and rural areas ride on our rural
transportation system,” said Dave Kearby, executive director of TRIP. “Providing the nation with a rural transportation network that
supports rural America’s economy and will support its future development will require that the U.S. invest in a rural transportation
system that is safe, efficient, and well-maintained, and that provides adequate mobility and connectivity to the nation’s rural
communities.”
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