Maine's rural roads and bridges among most deteriorated in
U.S., report finds
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Maine’s rural roads and bridges have
significant deficiencies, according to
TRIP, a national transportation research
nonprofit.

According to TRIP’s report, 15 percent of
Maine’s rural bridges are rated in poor
and structurally deficient condition, the
sixth highest rate in the nation.

Bridges rated poor and structurally
deficient have significant deterioration to
the major components of the bridge and
are often posted for lower weight or
closed to traffic, restricting, or redirecting
large vehicles, including agricultural
equipment, commercial trucks, school
buses and emergency services vehicles.
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Roads in the Roque Bluffs area in Washington County were washed out in July 2021. (Jonesboro/
Roque Bluffs Volunteer Fire Department)
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that are rated poor/structurally deficient, and fatality rates on non-Interstate, rural roads. (TRIP) Rural roads and bridges have

According to TRIP’s report, 20 percent of Maine’s rural roads significant deficiencies and

are rated in poor condition — the 10th highest rate in the nation- deterioration, they lack many desirable safety features, and
and 23 percent are in mediocre condition. rural non-Interstate roads experience fatal traffic crashes at a
TRIPS reports the rate of traffic fatalities on Maine’s non- rate far higher than all other roads and highways.

interstate, rural roads is more than double the fatality rate on all The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) is expected
other roads in the state — 1.67 fatalities per 100 million vehicle to provide a boost in federal investment in roads, bridges and

miles of travel vs. 0.71. transit. The 1IJA will provide $454 billion over the five-year
There were 123 fatalities on Maine’s non-interstate, rural roads ~period from 2022 to 2026 for investment in highways and
in 2020. Rural roads are more likely to have narrow lanes, transit.

limited shoulders, sharp curves, exposed hazards, pavement
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