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Debris is cleared off Interstate 30 after an accident 
involving two 18-wheelers occurred Thursday 
afternoon in Benton. (Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette/Staci Vandagriff)  
Arkansas is ranked fourth in the nation in the 
average number of large truck fatalities per 1 
million people, according to a new report by the 
National Transportation Research Group. 
Data from the U.S. Department of Transportation 
was used to calculate the rates. Arkansas has 30 
annual large truck casualties per 1 million 
residents, behind Wyoming, New Mexico and 
Mississippi, with Wyoming topping the list at 45. 
Rocky Moretti, director of policy and research for 
the research group, said Arkansas ranks high on 
the list because of the amount of freight travel in 
the state and the percentage of freight travel on 
rural roads. 
Arkansas' share of rural highway travel by 
combination trucks is at 34%, or third-highest in 
the nation after Indiana and Nebraska. 
Moretti said fatalities are much more likely when 
accidents or crashes occur in rural or remote 
areas with less access to emergency services or 
hospitals. 
Between 2017 and 2021, there were an average 
of 91 people killed each year in Arkansas in 
collisions involving a large truck. 
Moretti said that the breakdown of fatalities 
includes 67 people who were not occupants of 
the truck. Moretti said the issue is not a 
causation from the trucks, but more so the 
impairment of other drivers or veering into truck 
lanes. 
"If you think about it, a truck driver, that's their 
job ... if you think about it they are far less likely 
to be impaired than a passenger vehicle," he 
said. "In a significant share of those crashes ... 
was the passenger vehicle entering the lane of 
the large truck." 
Shannon Newton, president of the Arkansas 
Trucking Association, said the National 
Transportation Research Group's numbers are a 
little misleading when applied to Arkansas. 
"Using the population of Arkansas, instead of the 
amount of highway miles that we have or the 
amount of commercial traffic, if you [were to] 
rank the 50 states then Arkansas is going to be 
near the bottom," she said. 

Nevertheless, Newton's organization and 
the Arkansas Department of 
Transportation both have goals to 
improve freight safety in the state. 
One improvement both organizations 
feel is important is parking facilities for 
long-haul trucking. According to the 
state's freight management plan, the 
lack of adequate truck parking leads 
drivers to work longer when tired, or 
resort to parking in unsafe locations such 
as on-ramps or shoulders. 
Dave Parker, spokesperson for the state 
transportation department, said in an 
email that the department has already 
worked on improvements, including a 
recently completed parking expansion in 
West Memphis, scheduled 
improvements on Interstate 30 in 
Texarkana, and plans to improve select 
sections of Interstate 40 from Little Rock 
to West Memphis. 
Newton said advancement in safety 
technology is seen in the trucking 
industry just as it is in modern cars and 
will continue to make the industry safer 
for drivers and others on the road. 
The trucking association also offers 
educational courses to various groups, 
and works in government outreach to 
lobby on behalf of trucking companies in 
the state. 
As part of the Renew Arkansas 
Highways program, the state 
transportation department is committed 
to rehabilitating or replacing numerous 
weight-restricted bridges that limit 
highway freight mobility, according to 
Parker. 
Asked about improving rural highways, 
Parker said the state plans to improve 
select parts of Interstate 40, between 
Little Rock and West Memphis, which 
carries more than 20,000 trucks per day. 
"In addition, ARDOT recently awarded a contract 
to install intelligent transportation systems 
elements to improve safety and reliability of that 
corridor," he said. 
When it comes to funding improvements, 
Newton said Arkansas is in a good place when 
compared to other states, but determining where 
to spend infrastructure dollars can be tricky. 
Newton referenced Arkansas Issue 1, which 
passed in 2020, resulting in continuing a half-
cent sales tax, with revenue dedicated to state 
and local highways, roads and bridges. Had the 
issue not passed it would have expired in 2023. 
The half-cent sales tax made up roughly 30%, or 
$285 million, of the highway department's $953.2 
million transportation budget in 2023. 
It is hard for Arkansas to improve the rural roads 
that trucks travel because of the makeup of the 
state's economy, according to Newton. 
"Major industries in Arkansas include agriculture 
and poultry," she said. "And both of those are 
done in very rural parts of the state." 

Parker said projects have become more 
expensive since 2020, but with Issue 1 passing 
as well as increased federal funding from the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, the state 
has received more federal funding for projects. 
Freight traffic -- and the value of the freight -- in 
Arkansas is expected to increase. Moretti said 
the projected increase in the value of freight 
shipped is related to the importance shipping 
plays on the nation's supply chain. 
Trucking is also a safer way to transport higher-
value goods, according to Moretti. 
Not only is the value of freight going to increase 
in Arkansas, but also the weight is projected to 
increase by 63% in the same time period. 
While the pandemic contributed to a boom in 
freight travel, Moretti said the trend and reliance 
on online ordering and home delivery will 
continue to grow.  
Newton said the trucking industry "doesn't feel 
good right now," with the high costs it faces. But 
she said she does believe there will be growth in 
the long term. 
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