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New report finds KY had 9th highest traffic fatality rate in US in 2024
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Over 700 people killed in Kentucky road crashes in 2024.

¢ Kentucky ranks 9th in US for traffic fatalities per 100
million vehicle miles.

e Kentucky's traffic deaths are up 6% since 2014,
despite recent decline.

LEXINGTON, Ky. (FOX 56) — More than 700 people were
killed in crashes on Kentucky roads in 2024.

A new report from the national transportation research
nonprofit TRIP found the Commonwealth ranked 9th in the
U.S. in fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles of travel last
year.

These crashes cost Kentucky roughly $29.7 billion in
economic and quality of life costs.

Since 2014, the report found traffic deaths in Kentucky are
up 6%, more than 40 deaths. But it isn’t all bad news.

The report found Kentucky had 100 fewer traffic fatalities in
2024 compared to 2023 and is down 11% in fatalities since
2021.

While the numbers may be going down, those who put the
report together say there has been a spike in deaths since
the pandemic.

This is primarily due to the increased risks being taken by
drivers, such as speeding, not wearing seatbelts, and
driving under the influence.

It is these facts that are why TRIP is encouraging states and
local transportation agencies to adopt a system aimed at
bringing the number of traffic deaths down.

In 2022, the U.S. Department of Transportation adopted a
National Roadway Safety Strategy, a system meant to
address the need for safer roads in the U.S.

The system acknowledges that people make mistakes, are
physically vulnerable, and traffic deaths are unacceptable.
Having a system in place that ensures fewer crashes result
in serious injury or death.
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The system is a five-pronged approach (per the U.S.

DOT):

1. Safer People: Encourage safe, responsible
behavior through education on speeding, impaired
driving, and safe pedestrian and bicycling behavior;
extension of safety belt laws and enforcement; and
enhanced enforcement and penalties for speeding
and impaired, aggressive, or distracted driving.

2. Safer Roads: Design roadway environments to
mitigate human mistakes, account for injury
tolerances, encourage safer behaviors, and
facilitate safe travel by the most vulnerable users.

Safer Vehicles: Expand the availability of vehicle
systems and features that help to prevent crashes
and minimize the impact of crashes on both
occupants and non-occupants. Support the
development, testing, and deployment of connected
and autonomous vehicle technology, such as
collision avoidance, lane departure avoidance
systems, and turning detection systems.

4. Safer Speeds: Where appropriate, provide
roadway features to encourage safer speeds,
including traffic roundabouts and curb extensions;
improved signage and dynamic speed signing at
high-risk locations; education on the consequences
of speeding; and increased speeding enforcement,
particularly at high-risk locations.

5. Post-Crash Care: Enhance the survivability of
crashes through expedient access to emergency
medical care, create a safe working environment for
vital first responders by preventing secondary
crashes through robust traffic incident management
practices, and increase access to level one or two
trauma centers for seriously injured crash victims.

The report from TRIP notes that in order for the system to
work, it needs the full cooperation of the community.

You can read more about the report below:
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