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Missouri traffic deaths up 26% over last decade, report finds

ST. LOUIS — Traffic fatalities in Missouri have gone up in the last decade despite a decline in the last few
years.

According to a report released by TRIP, even though fatal crashes have gone down in Missouri by 5%
from 2021-2024, Missouri traffic fatalities are up 26% from 2014 to 2024. This increase resulted in $36.8
billion in economic and quality-of-life costs in 2024 alone.

“Traffic deaths have surged over the past decade, and that should worry all of us,” said Jake Nelson,
AAA’s director of traffic safety advocacy and research. “The recent progress is good news, but our roads
are still way too dangerous—especially for people walking, biking, or on motorcycles.”

The full 2024 report, called “Addressing America’s Traffic Safety Crisis,’ takes a look at what’s causing the
increase in these traffic fatalities and suggests some solutions. They found that the crashes had fallen
down nationally for the third year in a row in 2024 though, following a surge during the pandemic in
2020 and 2021.

Despite the decrease in recent years, the report indicates that U.S. traffic fatalities have risen by 20%
from 2014 to 2024. The report also shows alarming increases in deaths among pedestrians, bicyclists,
and motorcyclists.
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