
 
Tennessee traffic fatalities increased more 
than 20% in past decade, study says 
In 2014, Tennessee’s traffic fatality rate was the 12th highest in the U.S.  
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. (WSMV) - Tennessee traffic fatalities have increased, according to a study by the 
National Transportation Research Nonprofit. 

Despite seeing a 9% decrease since 2021, over the past decade, there has been a 25% increase in 
fatal crashes in the state of Tennessee compared to the national increase of 6%.  

In 2014, Tennessee’s traffic fatality rate was the 12th highest in the U.S.  

From 2019 to 2023, in Tennessee, highway workzone crashes resulted in 120 traffic fatalities. 

And based on the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration report, serious traffic crashes in 
Tennessee in 2024 caused a total of $52.7 billion in the value of “societal harm,” which includes $13.1 
billion in economic costs and $39.6 billion in quality of life costs. 

To combat the increase in fatalities, the U.S. Department of Transportation adopted the National 
Roadway Safety Strategy. 

The strategy includes the following:  

• Safer People: Encouraging safe and responsible driving behaviour through education on 
speeding, impaired driving, as well as safe pedestrian and bicycling behavior.  

• Safer Roads: Designing roadways to mitigate human mistakes. 
• Safer vehicles: Expanding the availability of vehicle systems and features that help prevent 

crashes and minimize the impact of crashes. 
• Safer Speeds: Providing roadway features to encourage safer speeds. 
• Post-Crash Care: Enhancing the survivability of crashes through access to emergency care. 

“State departments of transportation across the country are encouraged to see progress in driving 
down roadway fatalities, but we still have so far to go,” said Jim Tymon, executive director of the 
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). “While safety has 
always been the top priority for state DOTs, AASHTO members continue to look for ways to make 
impactful changes. State DOTs are focusing on ‘centering safety,’ or ensuring safety is at the center 
of every action they take. As we look to the next federal surface transportation reauthorization, we see 
an opportunity to make robust investments in our transportation networks and build on the successes 
we have seen the last few years in reducing the number of roadway fatalities.” 
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