
 
Texas roads more fatal than a decade ago, data shows  
Although year-over-year road deaths are trending down, fatalities are 
18% higher than 10 years ago.  
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A highway sign for Interstate 30 is seen, Tuesday, Aug. 5, 2025, in Dallas.  
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As more drivers have traversed Texas roads over the past 
decade, they’ve become more dangerous, according to a 
new report.  
Despite an 8% decline in year-over-year Texas traffic 
fatalities since 2021, road deaths have risen 18% overall in 
the last decade, an analysis by national transportation 
research nonprofit TRIP shows. That amounts to nearly 
$165 billion in economic and “quality of life” costs last 
year. 
Those costs include a wide range of factors such as 
medical care, lost productivity, legal and court costs, 
insurance and property damage. 
Texas’ soaring population and the rise of longer commutes 
after the pandemic mean more motorists on roadways — 
and more opportunities for collisions.  
The number of pedestrians and cyclists killed increased 
16% nationwide from 2019 to 2024, the report found. 
State-level pedestrian and cyclist death statistics were not 
provided.  
The COVID-19 pandemic led to a fatality spike in 2021, 
largely due to dangerous driving behavior like speeding 
and impaired driving, according to Carolyn Kelly, director 
of communications and research at TRIP.  

“Now we’ve seen a correction in some of that and things 
are heading in the right direction but the overall numbers 
are still significantly higher than they were a decade ago, 
and that trend holds in Texas, as well as across the nation,” 
Kelly said. 
Improved road conditions like better signals, lane markers, 
intersections and lighting can help provide some buffer. 
But while federal funds provided an influx to states, it’s 
been blunted by rising highway construction costs.  
Now, states are “increasingly strapped” for transportation 
funding, Kelly said.  
The Texas Department of Transportation expects to need 
double the funds it will have by 2035, executive director 
Brian Barth said during a conference in Irving last week. 
“That always impacts safety, when you have the 
infrastructure that’s struggling to keep up with the 
growth,” said AAA spokesperson Doug Shupe.  
But driving behaviors like speeding, distracted driving and 
impaired driving are still the biggest contributors to 
crashes, data shows. Even moderate increases in speed 
reduce the chances a driver will survive a collision, 
according to Shupe. 
“People are not only texting, but they’re even distracted by 
using navigation systems or they’re talking with 
passengers, or updating social media. So there’s a lot of 
behaviors that are going on behind the wheel that are not 
pertinent to the task at hand, which is safely getting to 
your destination,” Shupe said.  
It will take a comprehensive approach to curb road 
fatalities, both in Texas and nationwide, Kelly and Shupe 
say. 
In order to reduce roadway deaths, a number of factors are 
needed, including education and enforcement campaigns 
to curb driver behavior; intelligent roadway design; 
equipping vehicles with crash-prevention systems; 
infrastructure improvements to encourage safe speeds; and 
enhancing post-crash emergency response.  
“The recent trends in fatalities are encouraging… and we 
want to see that trajectory continue, but it should go 
without saying that even one fatality on the road is one too 
many,” Kelly said.  
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