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2026 TRIP Action Plan
Goal and Strategies:

The primary goal of TRIP’s 2026 public education efforts is to generate strategic,
grassroots news and social media coverage of the need for increased surface transportation
infrastructure funding at the federal, state and local levels of government. Protecting and
promoting surface transportation funding at all levels of government will continue to be TRIP’s
main focus. TRIP will continue to coordinate its grass roots efforts with TCC, AASHTO, ATM and
other industry coalitions.

At the state and local levels of government, TRIP grassroots reports will deliver
messages to help state industry and user groups protect recent state and local funding
increases and make the case for greater federal, state and local surface transportation funding.

In addition to traditional stakeholders (transportation officials, national industry
associations and their chapters), TRIP will continue to partner with state and regional chambers
of commerce, regional governments, and other local business, safety, mobility, user, and public
health groups. These non-traditional stakeholders often serve as the main spokespersons at the
news conferences where a TRIP report is released.

TRIP will also continue to amplify the reach of the news coverage generated through its
social media platforms and industry network, encouraging industry and non-traditional
stakeholders to share TRIP’s news releases, virtual interviews, info-graphics and news and social
media coverage generated by the release of reports with their members and followers.

As new data is made available (congestion, freight, safety, pavement conditions, bridge
deficiencies, vehicle travel, etc.), TRIP will analyze and package this local, state and federal data
into national and grassroots reports and state fact sheets, which can be released along with
customized news releases and social media tools to generate news and social media coverage
supportive of increased transportation investment. TRIP will look for opportunities to partner
with other national user organizations in the preparation and release of national reports to
enhance their effectiveness as public education tools.

With federal highway funding reauthorization scheduled for 2026, TRIP will be reaching
out to its state partners to release as many grassroots reports as possible in 2026 to generate
favorable news and social media stories to foster positive support for adequate, sustainable
federal transportation funding.
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