
 

BAD PAVEMENT 
COSTS DRIVERS 
Nonprofit analyzes and distributes data on 

transportation issues 
Genae Shields 
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle | USA TODAY NETWORK 
Transportation research organization, TRIP, reports that 

Rochester drivers lose over $2,000 per year due to poor road conditions 
and a lack of safety features. 
Based in Washington, D.C., TRIP is a private, non-profit organization 
that analyzes and distributes data on surface transportation issues to 
inform and promote policies that improve pedestrian mobility and 
safety and enhance economic development. 
The organization released a series of reports on the current state of 
roads across New York state and the investments being made in New 
York state’s road and highway infrastructure. 
The report also includes statewide and regional pavement and bridge 
conditions, congestion data, highway safety data, and cost break-
downs for the Finger Lakes Region and city areas. 
“Modernizing New York’s transportation network is essential to pro-
tecting lives, controlling costs, and keeping the state competitive. 
Smart, sustained investment is the most cost-effective way to improve 
safety, restore affordability, and protect the state’s economic future,” 
said Joseph Alston, senior director of government affairs for The Busi-
ness Council of New York State, in a press statement. 
Between 2023 and 2024, NYSDOT’s capital investment in pavement 
and bridge conditions, mobility and safety decreased from $3.36 billion 
to $3.1 billion, an eight percent difference. 
And while the need for repairs grows, 73% of state-mandated pave-
ments need repairs of varying degrees, at an estimated cost of $7.76 billion. Improvements to more than half of the state’s bridges 
total nearly $29 billion. 
Report: Rochester drivers losing thousands as roads deteriorate 
According to the report, nearly half of major locally and state-maintained roads are in poor or mediocre condition throughout New 
York state. 
Here are more of their findings: 
• 10% of locally and state-maintained bridges (length of 20 feet or more) are rated poor/structurally deficient. 
• 45% percent of New York’s major roads are in poor or mediocre condition. 
• Statewide costs to drivers have increased 44% since 2022, totaling $38 billion., 
• Traffic crashes in NewYork resulted in 6,529 fatalities between 2019 and 2024. 

The cost of owning a car in Rochester, according to TRIP 
• 31% of major locally and state-maintained roads in the Rochester area are in poor or mediocre condition, costing drivers an 

additional $438 per year. 
• Traffic congestion causes 41 hours of delays annually, resulting in $1119 of wasted fuel per year for the average driver in 

Rochester. 
• In total, care maintenance for local drivers costs $2,198 per driver due to higher vehicle operating costs, traffic crashes, and 

congestion-related delays. 
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