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REBUILDING THE
LONE STAR LIFELINE

EQUIPPING TEXAS FOR THE NEXT ERA OF INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS

Initiated by the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956
under President Dwight D. Eisenhower, the
Interstate Highway System is widely considered
one of the greatest transportation projects in the
first 250 years of United States history. For the
construction  industry, it represented an
unprecedented era of standardized road building,
requiring all routes to be freeways with at least
four lanes, controlled access, and no at-grade
crossings. When signing the legislation in 1956, the
President remarked, “Our highways badly need
modernization and expansion to accommodate
today's vastly increased motor traffic.” Seventy
years later, that statement still rings just as true
today.

Authorized at an initial $25 billion-equivalent to
$300 billion today-for the construction of 41,000
miles over a 10-year period, the Interstate Highway
System stood as the largest public works project of
its era. The very first project to break ground under
this new legislation was the Mark Twain
Expressway (Interstate 70) in St. Charles County,
Missouri, which commenced the same year the act
was signed.

Interestingly, the system's development in Texas,
which currently contains 3,233 miles of the
national network, began well before the routes
received their official Interstate designations. One
example is the 50-mile stretch of I-45 between
Galveston and Houston. It opened in 1951 as the
state's first urban expressway eight years prior to
becoming 1-45. Progress continued in 1962 when
43 miles of 1-35 opened in Bexar County, marking
the first time an Interstate Highway spanned from
county line to county line within a large

metropolitan area. However, other regions
presented unique challenges. Portions of I-10 west
of San Antonio faced lengthy delays due to vast
open spaces and a lack of nearby labor.
Consequently, most of this section was
constructed throughout the 1970s and 1980s and
finally reached completion in the early 1990s.
While the original estimate for the system was $25
billion over 12 years, the massive construction
undertaking ultimately spanned 35 years and cost
approximately $114 billion, or $937 billion in 2026
dollars.

The Interstate Highway System remains the
workhorse of the U.S. transportation system:
heavily traveled and providing the most important
link in the nation’s supply chain, and the primary
connection  between and  within  urban
communities. Today, the sprawling network spans
48,890 miles and serves as the main arteries for
much of America. According to a report released in
June by the non-profit TRIP (www.tripnet.org), the
economic benefit of the Interstate Highway System
in Texas is over $6 billion dollars annually,
considering fuel savings, road safety
improvements, and congestion reduction.

TRIP estimates that the annual economic benefit of
improved safety on Texas's Interstate Highway
System is $2.25 billion because of fewer serious
and fatal traffic crashes. The TRIP report also
found that Texas's Interstate highways reduces
traffic congestion by providing more efficient and
reliable travel, which provides $3.86 billion
annually in benefits due to reduced delays and
fuel consumption - resulting in a combined benefit
to Texas residents of approximately $6.1 billion
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annually due to improved traffic safety and
reduced congestion—the second highest amount
among states. However, Texas's Interstate
Highways are wearing out, showing signs of their
advanced age, often heavily congested, and in
need of significant reconstruction, modernization
and expansion. At seventy years old, America’s
Interstate Highway System is deteriorating, its
traffic load of cars and trucks continues to
increase, and the system lacks an adequate plan
for its long-term health.

“Roads do more than just move people. They are

the foundational lifelines that support our
communities and keep America's economy
moving,” says Dean Word Ill, of Dean Word

Company in New Braunfels, Texas, and TRIP Board
President. “Rebuilding and expanding the 70-year-
old frameworks  that  shaped modern
transportation is our next great infrastructure
challenge. Investing in the Interstate system's
future means preserving its legacy while increasing
mobility and freight capacity for future
generations.”

According to the non-profit organization TRIP's
2026 American Highways report, the US Interstate
Highways carry 24 percent of all vehicle travel
despite making up only 2.6 percent of the nation's
roadway lane miles. The TRIP report found that
from 2000 to 2024, travel on Texas's Interstate
System increased by 61 percent—the fifth highest
rate in the U.S.—and that 64 percent of Texas's
urban Interstate highways are considered
congested during peak hours—the ninth highest
share among states. AGC of America's 2020-2021
past President Bob Lanham, also President of
Williams Brothers Construction, in Houston, Texas
and past TRIP Board of Directors Chairman knows
the importance of investing in our roads “Nearly 70
years after construction began, America’s
Interstate System stands at a critical structural
crossroads challenged by outdated foundations
and traffic volumes that far exceed their original
engineering. The next era of infrastructure
development will not simply preserve these

historic roadways but require us to fundamentally
reimagine and modernize them to meet the
complex transportation and safety demands of the
21st century.”

The system is showing severe signs of aging,
presenting an immense challenge for heavy civil
contractors, the construction industry, and those
who support roadbuilding. The Interstate Highway
System saved 600 Texan lives in 2024 according to
the TRIP report, but this continued impact is in
jeopardy from crumbling and aging infrastructure.
A critical issue for modern roadbuilders is that
most Interstate segments still retain their original
underlying foundations. Consequently, repeated
pavement resurfacing yields diminishing returns,
resulting in higher lifecycle costs and increasingly
shorter periods of pavement smoothness.
According to the TRIP report, pavements on 13
percent of Texas's Interstate highways are in poor
or mediocre condition. One percent of Texas's
Interstate bridges are rated in poor or structurally
deficient condition and 54 percent are rated in fair
condition.

The U.S. Department of Transportation estimates a
staggering $196 billion backlog in necessary
improvements, which includes $58 billion needed
for pavements, $65 billion for bridges, and $73
billion for system expansion and enhancements.
The Transportation Research Board (TRB) has
indicated that addressing these massive physical
and operational deficiencies will require annual
investments to more than double, increasing from
$23 billion in 2018 to $57 billion annually over the
next 20 years. For contractors, this mandates a
massive upcoming pipeline of work dedicated to
rebuilding aging foundations, upgrading outdated
interchanges, and adding capacity to meet 21st-
century demands.

Looking ahead, the modernization of the Interstate
Highway System presents a multifaceted pipeline
of specialized work for the heavy civil construction
sector. Beyond simply replacing aging pavements,
contractors will be tasked with completely
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upgrading most of the system's roughly 15,000
interchanges, which are currently a primary source
of traffic bottlenecks and whose immense
reconstruction costs are not even fully captured in
current federal funding estimates. Modernizing the
network will also require "right-sizing" the system,
which includes adding necessary lane capacity to
existing corridors and comprehensively
overhauling safety features. Thirty-eight million
gallons of fuel are saved annually by the Interstate
Highway System in Texas according to the TRIP
analysis, and this will only continue to be a benefit
as capacity is adjusted to meet the growing
populations that live near and use the system.

In addition to rebuilding the existing network, the
future of the highway system includes significant
geographic expansion through Congressionally
designated high-priority corridors, ensuring long-
term project opportunities for the construction
industry. Forward thinking expansion is critical for
accommodating long-term demographic and
economic shifts. By the year 2060, counties located
within 20 miles of an Interstate are projected to
grow in population at a rate roughly seven times
faster than those located further away. To finance
these massive  future undertakings, the
construction industry will likely see an increased
reliance on innovative funding mechanisms,
including  public-private  partnerships,  the
construction of new toll facilities, and the addition
of high-occupancy toll (HOT) lanes to highly
congested freeways. As these creatively-funded
projects break ground to right-size the network
and add necessary lane capacity, heavy civil
contractors will be pushed to rapidly scale up their
equipment fleets. This unprecedented surge in
active job sites creates a massive, long-term
opportunity for the reputable independent dealers
of the IEDA, who are uniquely positioned to buy
and sell the essential heavy machinery needed to
execute these historic upgrades worldwide.
Ultimately, equipping builders to aggressively
tackle these comprehensive overhauls will not only
modernize the nation's infrastructure, but it will
also deliver continued savings to road users by

further reducing the 138 million hours currently
lost to traffic delays in Texas.

Upon releasing the report, TRIP Executive Director
Dave Kearby said, “The Interstate Highway System
is more than concrete and steel. It is a living
symbol of American ambition, ingenuity, and unity.
Built by a generation that believed in creating
something bigger than themselves, these roads
connected families, fueled commerce,
strengthened national defense, and opened the
country to endless opportunities. As we approach
its 70th anniversary and America's 250th,
rebuilding this system is not just an investment in
infrastructure, it is a chance to honor that legacy
and ensure future generations inherit an America
that still believes in building boldly for tomorrow.”
Founded in 1971, TRIP is a private, nonprofit
organization that conducts research, evaluates,
and distributes economic and technical data on
surface transportation issues. The organization
works with industry partners such as AGC America
to release reports at the state and national level.

Reflecting on his two terms in office, former
President Dwight D. Eisenhower once said of the
Interstate Highway System, “More than any single
action by the government since the end of the war,
this one would change the face of America.” Seven
decades later, that prediction still resonates. The
Interstate System impact is undeniable. Beyond
reshaping the physical landscape, the vast network
of highways accelerated social, economic, and
cultural changes that transformed American life
throughout the second half of the 20th century.

Founded in 1971, TRIP is a private, nonprofit
organization that researches, evaluates, and distributes
economic and technical data on surface transportation
issues. By generating traditional and social media news

coverage, TRIP informs and promotes policies that
improve the movement of goods and people, make
surface travel safer, and enhance economic
development and productivity.
Learn more: www.tripnet.org
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	TRANSPORTATION CHAIR CRADDICK DISCUSSES  FUNDING, LOCAL PRIORITIES WITH AGC MEMBERS
	TxDOT. It might help if we mess it up, but we’re not going to mess up TxDOT.”
	The senior member of the 150-member Texas House believes it’s important to give legislators an opportunity to participate in choosing road projects for their respective districts.
	“That’s a way to get people re-engaged,” Craddick said. “They will have to get the votes. Give them a shot to do it, and it will be up to them to do it. I think it'll be great. It'll be fun on the (house) floor. We’ll probably have a war, but it'll be fun.”
	Long-time AGC of Texas leader Tracy Schieffer asked Craddick if legislators might increase highway funding next year.
	Craddick said he thinks the chances of additional highway money for Texas are good.
	“We'll get additional funding. We've got additional federal funds coming,” Craddick responded, adding he’s not aware of what AGC of Texas “wants, or what you are asking.”
	Schieffer, a past president of AGC of Texas, quickly answered: “We have some ideas.”
	“I bet. I do too,” Craddick said, amid laughter.
	Later, Past AGC of Texas President Jeff Gibson told Craddick that association members are “incredibly generous with their time, talent and treasury. And with that we are really pleased and proud to support you to the tune of $166,500.”
	Craddick thanked members and then continued to chat with them.
	www.AGCTX.org
	AGC OF TEXAS
	SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

	Technical & Vocational Scholarship Recipients
	Thomas Aguilar Welding, Arclabs Welding School Sponsor: P&K Stone
	Jose Cerda Project Management, Houston Community College Sponsor: Williams Brothers Construction
	Trey Edwards Diesel Mechanics, TSTC Sponsor: Williams Brothers Construction
	Agusten Fiello Building Construction Technology, TSTC Sponsor: Atlas Technical Consultants
	Jordan Hernandez Heavy Duty Diesel Technician, TSTC Sponsor: Ed Bell Construction Company
	Nicholas Lehmann Diesel Equipment Technology, TSTC Sponsor: BGE, Inc.

	Jacob Liebscher Construction Science, Blinn College Sponsor: Hunter Industries
	Mason Merritt Off-Highway Diesel Equipment, TSTC Sponsor: McCourt Equipment
	Rashard Manning Industrial Electronics, Penn Foster  Sponsor: AmeriTex Pipe & Products
	Michael Montario Welding, TSTC Sponsor: Drewery Construction
	TECHNICAL & VOCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS NOT PICTURED: Wayne Browning, Jr. | Diesel Equipment Technology, TSTC (Sponsor: MICA Corporation) Daniel Ordonez Campos | Construction Management, Northeast Lakeview College (Sponsor: Webber) Owen Edwards | Construction Science, TSTC (Sponsor: Core & Main) Christian Rivera Garcia | Diesel Technology, El Paso Community College (Sponsor: Jobe Materials) Salvador Hernandez | Construction Management, Laredo College (Sponsor: Anderson Columbia) Bobby Krueger, Jr. | Welding, Grayson College (Sponsor: AmeriTex Pipe & Products) Benjamin Eyene Esono Mikue | Safety & Health Certificate, UT Arlington (Sponsor: Balfour Beatty) Alexi Santillan | Welding, El Paso Community College (Sponsor: Sundt Construction) Jose Serrano | Construction Management, Tarrant County College (Sponsor: Webber)
	Traditional Scholarship Recipients
	Ryan Armstrong Molecular Engineering, University of Chicago Sponsor: Raba Kistner
	Dionicio Basurto Civil Engineering, Texas A&M University Sponsor: STX Civil
	Jacob Connolly Construction Science, Texas State University Sponsor: Capital Precast
	Jack Dixon Civil Engineering, Texas A&M University Sponsor: Webber
	Karson Dyer Construction Science, Texas A&M University Sponsor: SpawGlass Civil Construction
	Juliahna Gonzales Construction Science, Tarleton State University Sponsor: Kiewit Infrastructure

	Nicolette Hoag Civil Engineering, Texas A&M University Sponsor: ATS Drilling
	Tyler Krueger Construction Science, Texas A&M University Sponsor: Zachry Construction Corporation
	Garrett O’Bryan Civil Engineering, Texas A&M Corpus Christi Sponsor: Anderson Columbia
	Abryelle Kidwell Civil Engineering, UT Arlington Sponsor: Ed Bell Construction
	Geolcy Mena Construction Management, University of Houston Sponsor: James Construction Group
	Zaiden Pena Civil Engineering, UT Rio Grande Valley Sponsor: IOC Company
	Alejandro Quinonez ,Civil Engineering, Liberty University Sponsor: Johnson, Mirmiran, and Thompson
	Jorge Solis Civil Engineering, UT Rio Grande Valley Sponsor: B2Z Engineering
	William Woods Civil Engineering, Navarro College Sponsor: Halff Associates
	Collin Richardson Concrete Management, Texas State University Sponsor: Oldcastle Infrastructure
	Grayden Starns Business & Finance, University of North Texas Sponsor: A.L. Helmcamp
	Diego Yepez Construction Science, Texas State University Sponsor: Texas Materials Group
	TRADITIONAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS NOT PICTURED: Julian Agudelo | Concrete Management, Texas State University (Sponsor: Ritchie Bros. Auctioneer) Wilson Bell | Civil Engineering, Lamar University (Sponsor: Norman Highway Constructors) Grant Davidson | Civil Engineering, Abilene Christian University (Sponsor: Rodriguez Transportation) Braden Fox | Construction Management, Louisiana State University (Sponsor: Capital Excavation) John Gallagher | Civil Engineering, Texas A&M Kingsville (Sponsor: Anderson Columbia) Julio Gamboa | Construction Science and Management, UT San Antonio (Sponsor: Webber) Anthony Ortega | Engineering, Texas A&M University (Sponsor: Consor North America) Christopher Rodriguez | Concrete Management, Texas State University (Sponsor: Kent Companies) Cesar Velador | Construction Management, UT El Paso (Sponsor: Kiewit Infrastructure) Jackson Versfelt | Civil Engineering, University of Arkansas (Sponsor: HNTB Corporation) Isabella Zertuche | Concrete Industry Management, Texas State University (Sponsor: J.D. Abrams)
	Industry Leaders Surprise Jennifer Woodard
	SHOWERING TRIBUTES FOR 40 YEARS WITH AGC OF TEXAS
	A surprise party hosted by AGC of Texas Past Presidents to mark Jennifer Woodard’s 40-year service anniversary evolved into a series of tributes from association leaders celebrating her steady, consistent, calm, inspiring, and high-quality leadership over the decades.
	Woodard thought she was headed to an impromptu dinner invitation when she and husband, Shayne, entered the Headliner’s Club in downtown Austin earlier this spring.
	Instead, past AGC of Texas presidents, AGC of America CEO Jeff Shoaf, Jennifer’s mother Nancy Weise, her children Chap and Ava Rose, and other guests greeted the CEO for a reception, dinner, and testimonials highlighting what she has meant to the association and accomplished over the past 40 years.
	In his welcome remarks, AGC of Texas President Clint Henson suggested that Woodard’s smooth handling of complex industry issues and the many varied personalities she has worked with makes her eligible for a Medal of Honor, if not a Nobel Peace Prize.
	“It is no surprise, though, that someone like Jennifer has had a tenure of that length,” Henson said. “She is determined, smart, resilient, strong, and she wants
	wants to get the job done. But more importantly, she wants it done right, and she wants it done right the first time.”
	Woodard could not have known where her “decades-long storied career” would lead when she arrived at the AGC of Texas offices as a shy 17-year-old. Over the years, she continually helped members resolve challenges and assisted them on numerous regulatory fronts with various state agencies.
	“You helped us navigate the transition from paper bids to electronic bids and then, in July 2020, you helped us remember how to do paper bids during the TxDOT ransomware attacks. You would go from seeing annual lettings in the millions to the billions, and you would have an instrumental hand in helping the industry achieve that goal,” Henson said.
	Woodard has accepted an offer to remain with AGC of Texas in a consulting role after she steps down at the end of the year. Thomas Bohuslav will become CEO on January 1, 2027.
	Bob Lanham, a past AGC of America president and a two-time AGC of Texas president, entered the industry with Woodard, and the two quickly bonded. Lanham became emotional while talking about their friendship.
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	Her institutional knowledge routinely served members because she could recall a statute or regulation from a decade earlier, he noted.
	Weisman described Woodard as someone who never faltered and who “gave her all every day for the AGC of Texas, and that's a big deal.”
	Offering one of the evening’s many toasts, Weisman said, “I just cannot say enough good things about Jennifer. She has been all in, and she is a wonderful person, like Bob said. I love her. So, here's to Jennifer.”
	Earlier, Jeff Shoaf, AGC of America CEO, noted that he also spent decades working with Woodard as their respective roles in the industry expanded.
	“I always admired her calm demeanor, her quality delivery, and her thoughtfulness. That we are not just blasting people; that we are coming up with solutions.”
	The party included a video appearance from 98-year-old Past President Doug Pitcock.
	Those in the room laughed when he said, “I do not know what the hell I am supposed to be doing here, make a speech to you or about you. I am not really interested in telling the world about you. You are an important personal part of my life that I am not willing to share that with anybody.”
	Pitcock said he did not want to think about her retiring.
	“I hate to think about you getting old, and you are not old. You do not look old. I love you and wish you well.”
	Past AGC of Texas and past AGC of America President Art Daniel recalled the time when chapter president Howard Pebley asked him to head the utility division.
	The Texas Legislature passed a utility-related bill that Daniel deemed less than perfect. Woodard explained that while it was not perfect, there were positive elements within the legislation.
	She also helped Daniel understand that reopening debate on legislation that had already passed carried the risk of changes that could prove detrimental.
	www.AGCTX.org
	“And so, Jennifer, thank you. You taught me how to read legislation. I really appreciate all that you did,” Daniel said.
	Woodard eventually got an opportunity to address her audience but not before the first three AGC of Texas presidents serving in the early years of her leadership shared their affection and additional reflections.
	Seth Schulgen served as AGC of Texas president when Woodard moved into the corner office, resulting in many Finance Committee discussions.
	“I am sorry, but we need to clean this up, and oh there is this, and we need to clean this up also. There was a lot of things that she took upon herself to set the chapter right, and I think that speaks volumes for her as an individual. God bless her for doing that and making us the greatest chapter in the nation by far,” Schulgen said.
	Chad Clark was president-elect when Jennifer Woodard became CEO. He became emotional when acknowledging God for bringing “women into your life that help you get to where you are.” He mentioned his mother and his wife and then noted his oldest daughter, who is now a senior at Texas A&M University.
	If she can be like Jennifer, she will have “nailed it. So, thank you very much for everything.”
	Past AGC of Texas President Jeff Smith recalled meeting Jennifer more than a quarter-century ago in Cut and Shoot, Texas.
	“I do not remember what she was doing there, or who she was with, or what was going on, but I thought, ‘Man, she's sharp.’ Fast forward, 18 years, and I am on the bottom tier of the transition team, and there is no doubt in my mind that she was the right person for the job,” Smith said. “And I just cannot believe that we are here doing this, and I cannot believe I am part of it. And I have looked up to you for 20-plus years. I am glad to be here and thank you for your hard work. We love you.“
	Jennifer Woodard relishes preparation and the surprise party left her unprepared.
	“I am so overwhelmed. I was completely caught by surprise, and so during dinner tonight, I've been running through my head, what am I going to say and
	and how am I going to say it, and so I just thought I would finally talk about it in order of the things that mean the most to me,” she said.
	For her, that meant her parents and her two children. Her father, Glen, passed away June of 2025.
	“The truth of it is that all the wonderful things that you've said about me, were because of my parents,” she said. “I really hit the jackpot with a lot of things in my life, but my mother and father are just simply the most important, most treasured part of my life.”
	Of her son and daughter, she noted, “I'm humbled by what you've said about me in my professional life, but my role as their mother has been my greatest honor, and I'm incredibly proud of them, and I love them, and I'm so grateful that they're here.”
	Acknowledging that it took a while to find each other, she described her extrovert husband Shayne as her perfect partner, “He’s really my personality.” She considers her AGC friends an extension of her family and “a treasure.”
	“I look out over all these faces, and all these presidents, and these people that I've had such a privilege
	privilege to work with and to learn from, and I'm just overwhelmed,” Woodard added. “It is incredibly lucky to work with and for people that you respect, that you are proud to represent, that are your friends, and that love you—and you feel that love and you feel that support.”
	“And I am so grateful. I'd also like to thank all of my colleagues on the AGC staff because the truth is, you don't do this alone. It's not just one person, and we have a tremendous staff. Some people aren't here tonight, but certainly the ones that are here make me look good and better than I am, but you all mean a lot to me.”
	Because she was unprepared, Woodard said she would “go home and think of all the things I’d wish I said.”
	After a few weeks of absorbing and processing the surprise gathering held in her honor, the veteran leader reflected, “I’m proud of each one of those 40 years and the privilege I’ve had to lead AGC of Texas.”
	www.AGCTX.org
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	Industry Veteran Thomas Bohuslav Named Next AGC of Texas CEO
	OVERVIEW OF THE BUILD AMERICA 250 ACT
	The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee has released their bipartisan,  five-year highway and transit bill—The BUILD America 250 Act.
	BUILD America 250 Act
	AGC Analysis
	Source: AGC of America

	REBUILDING THE LONE STAR LIFELINE
	EQUIPPING TEXAS FOR THE NEXT ERA OF INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS
	Initiated by the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 under President Dwight D. Eisenhower, the Interstate Highway System is widely considered one of the greatest transportation projects in the first 250 years of United States history. For the construction industry, it represented an unprecedented era of standardized road building, requiring all routes to be freeways with at least four lanes, controlled access, and no at-grade crossings.  When signing the legislation in 1956, the President remarked, “Our highways badly need modernization and expansion to accommodate today’s vastly increased motor traffic.” Seventy years later, that statement still rings just as true today.
	Authorized at an initial $25 billion-equivalent to $300 billion today-for the construction of 41,000 miles over a 10-year period, the Interstate Highway System stood as the largest public works project of its era. The very first project to break ground under this new legislation was the Mark Twain Expressway (Interstate 70) in St. Charles County, Missouri, which commenced the same year the act was signed.
	Interestingly, the system's development in Texas, which currently contains 3,233 miles of the national network, began well before the routes received their official Interstate designations. One example is the 50-mile stretch of I-45 between Galveston and Houston. It opened in 1951 as the state's first urban expressway eight years prior to becoming I-45. Progress continued in 1962 when 43 miles of I-35 opened in Bexar County, marking the first time an Interstate Highway spanned from county line to county line within a large metropolitan
	metropolitan area. However, other regions presented unique challenges. Portions of I-10 west of San Antonio faced lengthy delays due to vast open spaces and a lack of nearby labor. Consequently, most of this section was constructed throughout the 1970s and 1980s and finally reached completion in the early 1990s. While the original estimate for the system was $25 billion over 12 years, the massive construction undertaking ultimately spanned 35 years and cost approximately $114 billion, or $937 billion in 2026 dollars.
	The Interstate Highway System remains the workhorse of the U.S. transportation system: heavily traveled and providing the most important link in the nation’s supply chain, and the primary connection between and within urban communities. Today, the sprawling network spans 48,890 miles and serves as the main arteries for much of America. According to a report released in June by the non-profit TRIP (www.tripnet.org), the economic benefit of the Interstate Highway System in Texas is over $6 billion dollars annually, considering fuel savings, road safety improvements, and congestion reduction.
	TRIP estimates that the annual economic benefit of improved safety on Texas’s Interstate Highway System is $2.25 billion because of fewer serious and fatal traffic crashes. The TRIP report also found that Texas’s Interstate highways reduces traffic congestion by providing more efficient and reliable travel, which provides $3.86 billion annually in benefits due to reduced delays and fuel consumption – resulting in a combined benefit to Texas residents of approximately $6.1 billion annually
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	upgrading most of the system's roughly 15,000 interchanges, which are currently a primary source of traffic bottlenecks and whose immense reconstruction costs are not even fully captured in current federal funding estimates. Modernizing the network will also require "right-sizing" the system, which includes adding necessary lane capacity to existing corridors and comprehensively overhauling safety features. Thirty-eight million gallons of fuel are saved annually by the Interstate Highway System in Texas according to the TRIP analysis, and this will only continue to be a benefit as capacity is adjusted to meet the growing populations that live near and use the system.
	In addition to rebuilding the existing network, the future of the highway system includes significant geographic expansion through Congressionally designated high-priority corridors, ensuring long-term project opportunities for the construction industry. Forward thinking expansion is critical for accommodating long-term demographic and economic shifts. By the year 2060, counties located within 20 miles of an Interstate are projected to grow in population at a rate roughly seven times faster than those located further away. To finance these massive future undertakings, the construction industry will likely see an increased reliance on innovative funding mechanisms, including public-private partnerships, the construction of new toll facilities, and the addition of high-occupancy toll (HOT) lanes to highly congested freeways. As these creatively-funded projects break ground to right-size the network and add necessary lane capacity, heavy civil contractors will be pushed to rapidly scale up their equipment fleets. This unprecedented surge in active job sites creates a massive, long-term opportunity for the reputable independent dealers of the IEDA, who are uniquely positioned to buy and sell the essential heavy machinery needed to execute these historic upgrades worldwide. Ultimately, equipping builders to aggressively tackle these comprehensive overhauls will not only modernize the nation's infrastructure, but it will also deliver continued savings to road users by further
	further reducing the 138 million hours currently lost to traffic delays in Texas.
	Upon releasing the report, TRIP Executive Director Dave Kearby said, “The Interstate Highway System is more than concrete and steel. It is a living symbol of American ambition, ingenuity, and unity. Built by a generation that believed in creating something bigger than themselves, these roads connected families, fueled commerce, strengthened national defense, and opened the country to endless opportunities. As we approach its 70th anniversary and America’s 250th, rebuilding this system is not just an investment in infrastructure, it is a chance to honor that legacy and ensure future generations inherit an America that still believes in building boldly for tomorrow.” Founded in 1971, TRIP is a private, nonprofit organization that conducts research, evaluates, and distributes economic and technical data on surface transportation issues. The organization works with industry partners such as AGC America to release reports at the state and national level.
	Reflecting on his two terms in office, former President Dwight D. Eisenhower once said of the Interstate Highway System, “More than any single action by the government since the end of the war, this one would change the face of America.”  Seven decades later, that prediction still resonates. The Interstate System impact is undeniable. Beyond reshaping the physical landscape, the vast network of highways accelerated social, economic, and cultural changes that transformed American life throughout the second half of the 20th century.
	Founded in 1971, TRIP is a private, nonprofit organization that researches, evaluates, and distributes economic and technical data on surface transportation issues. By generating traditional and social media news coverage, TRIP informs and promotes policies that improve the movement of goods and people, make surface travel safer, and enhance economic development and productivity.  Learn more: www.tripnet.org
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